TRANSITION SALT SPRING

Ideas from Potluck, Friday, Aug 13    (60 - 70 in attendance)
Farmers in Germany were encouraged (and subsidized) to place solar panels on barn roofs to meet farm energy needs.  Many farms were producing more power than required and the excess was fed back into the grid.

Some Galiano folk discussed the possibility of having a fleet of electric vehicles, tied in to the ferries, that people could rent on arrival.  Galiano could become the first GREEN ISLAND.  This has not materialized on Galiano (yet) but is an idea for Salt Spring.
Internal transition is important

Provide a checklist for people to “transition” – what steps should one take?
Need to continue to raise awareness

H
 Power:  power from trash – no polluting emissions??   See http://www.honoluluhpower.com/  This system involves burning non-hazardous municipal waste to produce electric power.  Emissions and ash are claimed to have met federal standards and be non polluting. 
Transportation is key: critical need to reduce our use of fossil fuels. Could we get a bus that would take people home from/to ferry terminals, shopping, etc.? Need for a bus system that really serves the public.
Mentors and train the trainer: People who share skills and knowledge sometimes get burned out and may not have appropriate skills.  Mentors are an important resource and ‘train the trainer’ sessions would be helpful. 
People to get the ball rolling:  There are many good ideas and possibilities for action but what is really needed is people willing to take the lead.  ‘Train the trainer’ sessions to encourage folk to step forward?

Solar Energy group:  Some people would like to join a group dedicated to gathering information and support for those interested in solar power.  None exists at the moment but Ron Watts (Daniel said we have his e-mail address) is willing to start one.  Transition group will help Ron to get a Solar group on the Transition website and to advertise the initiative. Ron is also interested in a lobby group to encourage a fairly high price for energy returned to the grid via net metering and subsidies for solar panel installation.
“If a thing is worth doing, it’s worth doing badly”

It was suggested that we need more nude volleyball  (relationship building?)
Cooperative or bulk buying…It should be possible to get reduced prices if people get together and make a bulk purchase.(eg.solar panels for members of the solar group).  This is already occurring on the island with group purchase of water storage tanks.
Lobby as a group for whatever…….strength in numbers.
Rainwater collection:  a re-skilling session on setting up rain water collection would be welcome. 
Reskilling workshops

Bicycle working group survey: People who bike on the island are asked to fill in a survey of needs etc.  Available on line at:  http://www.ssi-bicycleworkinggroup.blogspot.com/ or hard copy at the visitors’ centre.
Video project:  Is there anyone skilled and interested in preparing a video of what transition projects are already underway on the island?
We need some training groups set up.

What skills are you willing to share?  Lists, information, contact could be on the transition website.
Continuous ecohome tour.  People who have systems and willing to explain and demonstrate them could be listed on the website..

It is critical to develop good skill in communicating  with each other (skill training)

Publicize groups that already exist on the island  to avoid duplication and competition – website again.
Develop programs on transition geared for middle or junior high students (elementary too). Mentoring groups, environmental education.

Katharine will be hosting a dessert party for educators to promote this idea
FOCUS magazine is on line and has material about issues…..Site C etc.

Need to raise the true cost of energy (from site C, run of river etc.).  

�What does H stand for?





